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I. A Method of preparing Specimens o/Fifli, 
by drying their Skins, aspra&ifed by John 
Frid. Gronovius, M. jD. at Leyden. 

There are requijite for this Purpofe, 
Read at a a pair of Sciflars, with very fine 

*%St££. A BIadcs > and ^tp Points - 

o» March 4. •*--*- Small wooden Plates (of the 
1 741 ' 4 "' Lime-tree, or wooden Trenchers). 

A very fine Needle. 

Slips of Parchment as large as the Fifties. 

Minnikin Pins, or fmall Pins. 

Take hold of the Fifh with your Left Hand, fo as 
that the Belly may be towards the Hollow of your 
Hand, and its Head pointed to your Breaft. Then 
with the Needle make a Wound behind its Head, 
into which introduce one of the Points of your Scit 
fars, cutting gently from thence along to the Tail. 
If you would preferve the Right Side, the Sciflars arc 
to be conduced on the Left Side of the Fin. This 
being done from the Head to the Tail, the Sciflars 
are to be pointed deeper, and the Flefh divided quite 
to the Back- bone. Then turn the Fifh with its Back 
downward, and its Belly upward, and proceed in the 
fame manner, cutting with the Sciflars through both 
Head and Jaws. Take away the Brain and Gills. 
The Fifh then eafily parts, the Inteftines appear, 
which may be eafily taken away. The Back-bones 
are then to be cut afunder, the Fifh is to be wafhed, 
rubbed till it is dry with a Linen Cloth, and placed 
upon a Board, in fuch a manner as that the Skin, 
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covered with its Scales, may lie uppcrmoft, and all 
,the Fins and Tail arc to be expanded with Pins. Let 
it then be cxpofed to the Sun, if in Summer, or, if 
in Winter, to the Fire, till the Skin grows quite dry 
and hard, when it. muft. be turned, and the Flefh 
cxpofed to the Sun or Fire, till it is alfo dryj and 
then the Skin may be feparated from the Flefti with 
very little Trouble, and, being put betwixt Papers, 
mull be prefiedflat. But as a fort of glutinous Mat- 
ter, in preiltng, is always forced out from betwixt 
the Scales and the Skin, a Piece of Parchment is to 
be laid under the Fifh, which is eafily feparated from 
the Scales, but Paper always flicks : For this Reafon 
it is neceflary, that after an Hour or two, a frefh 
Piece of Parchment mould be applied : And thus, in 
the Space of 24 Hours, the Fifh is prepared. 



II. A Letter from Capt. William Gordon to 
Capt. Samuel Mead, F. R. S. inclofing an 
Account of the Fire- ball feen Dec. 1 1 . 174 1 . 

SIR, 

r^ March 4. * x your Defire I have. Tent you a 
1741 2 " XjL Description, as exact as poifibly I 

can remember, of the Meteor which 1 fw on Friday 
the nth of 'December, coming by Water from the 
City to Whitehall 

I really at firft took it for fome artificial Fire-work, 
but was foon undeceived by the different Forms it 
appeared in, and the Routs it took through the Re- 
gions of the Air. I find it was feen by feveral People 

here, 



